Coming Up This Week:
Sunday 1st May (Easter 3)
10am: Eucharist with Facebook
livestream

Monday 2nd May
11.30-1.30pm: Open Church
Tuesday 3rd May

9.30am: Morning Prayer
6.30pm: Zoom Meditation Group.
Contact Lucy for details:
lucydrake22@gmail.com
Wednesday 4th May

10am: Eucharist

Thursday 5th May

9.30am: Morning Prayer
11-2pm: Wellbeing Café/Open
Church

Saturday 7th May

2pm: An Afternoon of Tea and Song

Sunday 8th May (Easter 4)
10am: Eucharist with Facebook
livestream

Contacts;

Priest in Charge: Revd Rachel Revely

m: 07429 325559

Email: rachel.revely@outlook.com
Rachel’s days off: Fridays and Saturdays
Assistant Curate, SSM: Revd John
[rwin

m: 07957 579680

Email: rev.john@irwin.ch

John’s Parish days: Weds/Thurs

Birthdays This Week:

* Roger Dunnett (1st)
* Daniel Fisk (6th)
* Rebekah Bloomfield (6th)

Many happy returns from all at St.
Thomas!

Please Pray For:

Rosemary, Eric, Jenny, Andrew, Peggy,
Margaret, Natacha, Samantha, Theresa,
Gloria, Angela, Helen, Pat, Eddie,
Andrew C., Betty, Muriel M., Linda,
Nigel, Myrtle, John and family, Joan,
Cathy, Kevin, Elizabeth

Those who have recently died, and
their families mourning their loss:
Jackie
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Lay Evangelist: Malcolm Gibbs
m: 07906 663530

Director of Music: Simon Clark BA
FLCM FRCO m: 07961 859344
Email: sussexsi@aol.com
Treasurer: Lucy Drake

m: 07950 661221

Email: lucydrake22@gmail.com
Church wardens:

Roger EImer m: 07810 274586
Stephen Marginson 01473 258791

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight
of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be
strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in
righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?' He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?' The reply came, ‘l am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to
do." The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard
the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here | am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and
g0 to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain
his sight." But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have heard from many about this man,
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him,
‘Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell
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from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and
after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he
began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’

This isthe word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee,
and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’
They said to him, 'We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that
it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?' They
answered him, ‘No." He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It
is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came
in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only
about a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred
and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not
torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?' because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came
and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was
now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from
the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love
you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son
of John, do you love me? He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?' Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do
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you love me?" And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that |
love you.' Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, | tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But
when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten
a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to
him, ‘Follow me.’

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.

Dear St Thomas family, THANK YOU so much for your love, support, joy,
encouragement, and sharing of faith as we journeyed alongside together
for nearly 4 years. Thank you as well for your generous and thoughtful
gifts, the beautiful stole (which | will send a photo of when it arrives) and
the money (some of which will be spent on chocolate and cake!).

I could not have wished for a more wonderful curacy or amazing start to
priestly ministry. You have given me so much, and | will carry all of you in
my heart forever.

With much love and every blessing, Cat x

Confirmation: We are having a deanery confirmation service with Bishop
Martin at Pentecost (5th June). Would you like to be confirmed? Please
speak to Rachel or John.

Deanery Conference: 9am-1pm on 14th May at Colchester Road Baptist
Church.

Minutes of PCC Meeting: these are now up on the notice board by the
door.

Wellbeing Café: this Thursday between 11am and 2pm in Church.
An Afternoon of Tea and Song: Sandwiches, scones and cake, raising
money for St. Thomas'. This Saturday 7th May at 2pm. £5 a ticket.
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